
Saturday, April 6, 2024  
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Northwood Technical College — Conference Center 
1900 College Drive, Rice Lake, WI 

Proudly sponsored by:

Spring Garden Expo

Get ready for gardening  
season with the Barron 
County Master Gardener 
Volunteers! The information 
provided will help attendees 
enhance gardens both in 
their backyards and  
throughout their  
communities.

• Registration fee:  
   $50 (or $35.38 if age 62+)

• Registration deadline:     
   March 27, 2024  
 
Note: Lunch is not  
guaranteed for registrations 
received after the deadline.

8 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. ............... 
8:45 a.m. - 9 a.m. ............... 
9 a.m. - 10 a.m. ..................

10 a.m. - 10:20 a.m. ..........
10:20 a.m. - 11:20 a.m. .....
 
11:20 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. .....
 
12:45 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. .......
 

1:45 p.m. - 2 p.m. ..............
2 p.m. - 3 p.m. ....................

Registration/Vendor trade show open 
Welcome & Announcements 
Garden Trends for 2024  
Presented by Mary Lahr Schier
Break
Plants for Shade (Not Hosta)  
Presented by Barbara Ronningen 
Lunch, vendor trade show, 
door prize drawings
The Best Trees You’re Not Planting, 
but Should 
Presented by Mary Lahr Schier
Break
Gardening for the Future: 
E-Z Steps to Sustainability
Presented by Gail Hudson

Conference Agenda



Garden Trends for 2024 
Mary Lahr Schier, garden writer and editor
 
From shrinking gardens (and plants) to creating more 
resilient landscapes, garden trends in the 2020s reflect 
strong climate awareness, changing housing patterns 
and new generations embracing plants and gardening. 
They are also fun and colorful! Mary will talk about how 
your lawn might change in the next few years, new 
colors for foliage and how plant breeders are trying to 
produce more drought-resistant plants. This presenta-
tion will talk about more than 40 plants to watch for this 
year. 

Plants for Shade (Not Hosta)
Barbara Ronningen, retired demographer, past  
president of Washington Co. Horticulture Society and 
North Star Lily Society, planning chair for 2024 NALS 
Show

Join Barbara Ronningen as she unveils the fascinat-
ing world of shade gardening beyond hostas. In her 
engaging presentation, she’ll introduce an array of 
shade-loving plants, delve into the nuances of  
various shade types, and share valuable insights on 
each plant’s unique moisture, shade type, and fertility 
requirements.

The Best Trees You’re Not Planting, but Should 
Mary Lahr Schier, garden writer and editor
 
Trees are the plants that live the longest in most of our 
gardens and are the most important for the environ-
ment. Are we planting the best trees for our climate? 
Maybe not. Some trees that will thrive in northern 
gardens now and in the future may not be sold in nurs-
eries due to difficulty growing them in pots or their 
being borderline hardy in our current climate. In this 
talk, Mary will recommend a dozen or more trees you 
may not be planting that will thrive in your northern 
garden now and in the future, plus another dozen trees 
that are available but underplanted.

Gardening for the Future: E-Z Steps to Sustainability 
Gail Hudson, horticulturist and writer 
 
Learn how to become a more environmentally friendly 
gardener in 2024 and do our part to slow climate 
change. Can we reduce or eliminate the use of peat in 
our potting soils? How can we cut back on the amount 
of plastic we use while gardening? What planting 
methods and design techniques are more sustainable? 
Minnesota horticulturist and Northern Gardener 
magazine award-winning writer Gail Hudson shows 
you why changing your perspective even just a little 
means the future is greener already. 

Spring Garden Expo  
Session Descriptions

Program notes:

• Hot lunch and snacks are included in your registration fee. Filtered water is available - feel free to bring 
your own water bottle for the day.

• Vendors will be on hand and there will be information on how to find answers to your garden  
questions, plus interactive demonstrations.

• The Barron County Master Gardener Volunteers will have raffle items which support their grant  
programs for community garden projects and horticultural scholarships. 

• In case of inclement weather, check the college webpage at www.NorthwoodTech.edu

• Registration deadline: March 27, 2024 (Note: Lunch is not guaranteed for registrations received after 
that date.)



REGISTRATION FORM
For Continuing Education (non-credit) Courses

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    _____________________
Last Name First Name M.I. Former Last Name (if applicable) Date of Birth

__________________________      ______________________________________ o I’ve taken classes at Northwood Technical College and/or WITC in the past.
Student ID No. No student ID, or don’t remember? Provide Social Security No.

*Why do we ask for SSN? NorthwoodTech.edu/SSN

_________________________________________________________________________   _______________________________________________________________
Email address (required as email is primary method of communication by the college) Home phone Cell phone

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home address City State ZIP

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ COMPLETED (K-12) ________
Resident of (check one): oTownship oVillage oCity County School District where you live Last high school attended

The following information is required for state and federal reporting purposes and will be kept confidential.

Gender: oMale oFemale Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino origin? oYes oNo

Race (check all that apply):  o American Indian/Alaska Native   o Asian   o Black/African American   o Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander   o White

Highest Credential Earned

Highest grade

OFFICE USE ONLY

Term __________________________

Received by_____________________

Date registration entered _________
o No Credential
o GED
o HSED
o High School Diploma

o Some college credit
o Short-term diploma 

or certificate
o 1yr Diploma

o 2yr Diploma
o Associate Degree
o Associate Degree

Plus Additional Credential

o Baccalaureate
o More than Baccalaureate
o Student Declined/Unknown

It is your responsibility to contact Northwood Tech to officially drop a class. If you decide to drop, you should do so immediately as a single 
day can affect your refund amount. A full refund will be given if you notify Northwood Tech prior to the first scheduled class meeting.

CLASS NO. CATALOG NO. CLASS TITLE LOCATION START DATE CLASS FEE

Once registered for a course(s), you have created a liability with Northwood Tech and a promise to pay. TOTAL

PAYMENT METHOD: o Check/money order payable to Northwood Technical College CK # ______________________________ o Cash
o Agency bill (complete section above

o Credit Card No.  _____________________________________________________________ Exp. Date _______________________ Security Code __________
(Mastercard/Visa/Discover) (month/year)

Name on Card  _________________________________________________________ Cardholder Signature  ________________________________________________________________

Spring Garden Expo (under age 62, MN/WI resident) April 6, 2024 $50Rice Lake

Spring Garden Expo  (age 62+, MN/WI resident) April 6, 2024 $35.38Rice Lake47-001-415

47-001-415

A full detailed Annual Security Report can be located at the following link:  www.northwoodtech.edu/annualsecurityreport

Registration deadline: March 27, 2024 (Note: Lunch is not guaranteed for registrations received after that date.)

REGISTER
ONLINE

bit.ly/gardenexpo2024
PHONE 

VISA, MasterCard, Discover
MAIL 

Send registration & payment 
to Northwood Tech, Rice Lake campus

1900 College Drive, Rice Lake, WI 54868  |  715.234.7082



Northwood Tech
1900 College Drive
Rice Lake, WI 54868

SPRING GARDEN EXPO

Saturday, April 6, 2024

Spring Garden Expo 
Saturday, April 6, 2024 

REGISTER
Visit the event page at:  
bit.ly/gardenexpo2024

Northwood Technical College is an Equal Opportunity/Access/Affirmative Action/Veterans/Disability Employer and Educator.

In-Person at Rice Lake Conference Center
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Thank you to our speaker sponsor.

Scan the QR 
code to visit 
the event 
page.


